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Seattle Late 1800 - 1900

15t Ave (Front Street) looking north from Cherry Street

Seattle was still very much a frontier town when the Seattle Section of The Council of Jewish Woman began their
volunteer work in 1900.



Great Fire Destruction
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Ruins at Front & Mill Streets after the fire.

The great fire began in a basement woodshop and quickly burned through

Doctor sets
the downtown business district.

up his office
1n a tent

after the fire.
Two events greatly impacted the growth of Seattle: the great fire of

1889 and the Klondike Gold Rush, beginning in 1898.



(Gold Rush

Shipyard with steamboats constructed to transport gold.

First shipment of gold from Nome to Seattle, ca. 1889



Seattle Rebuilds — Early 1900s

2nd Avenue from Yesler Way, 1903. )
1st Avenue looking north from Cherry Street, 1906

As the Council Women were defining services and programs for immigrants, they focused on the area around Yesler
Way, where many Jewish families lived in multiple dwellings and housekeeping rooms.



Seattle Pioneers

Charles Dose, a German immigrant, bought 40 acres of land on Lake A sailing schooner used to fish halibut, which belonged to a
Washington in 1898 and began developing the land, which later became Norwegian immigrant.
part of Mount Baker.

Other immigrants, who had arrived earlier, helped Seattle to grow.



A growing number of Russian Jewish immigrants arrived in the U.S. to escape poverty, persecution and pogroms. To meet
the needs of these immigrants, particulary girls and young women, The Seattle Section of the Council of Jewish Women
established Settlement House in 1906, which would later become Neighborhood House in the 1950s.



Mosler Family

The Mosler family were Seattle merchants that owned some apartments which served as temporary housing for
the newly arrived immigrants.



Sewling classes on outings

Sewing classes were among the first classes offered to the young women, along with religious school. Women learned
to darn, mend, patch clothes and make handkerchiefs, aprons, and flannel nightwear. Outings were often arranged,
for them to enjoy the greenery of the Pacific Northwest.



UW Campus Day

Students and faculty worked together to clear land and improve the campus.

Settlement House students weren’t the only ones to enjoy outings...here (above left) you see a group of University of
Washington men enjoying lunch outdoors on Campus Day. On the right is another group of Settlement House children.



Merchants

Immigrants often ran retail shops in Seattle. On the right is a grocery shop at Pike Place Market in 1917.



New Settlement House 1916

In 1916 the new building was dedicated, which consisted of free baths, 6 classrooms, a library, club room with
kitchenette, two emergency bedrooms, a baby clinic, etc.

Initially, the Council women offered services and classes in the bottom floor of a house on 12t* and Washington. Very quickly,
the needs of the immigrants and the community outpaced the number of people that the Settlement House could serve so they
had to move to a new, larger location.



Renamed Educational Center - 1917

—

* Free baths

* Dental Clinic

* Baby Clinic
 Sewing Classes

e Pre-school education
o Arts & Crafts

e Library books
 Americanization

* English classes

e Music instruction

« Community Dances




Seattle 1920s

These photographs reflect life in Seattle during the 1920s. Here we see a family car camping in Woodland
Park, and boys riding chain-driven bicycles on the streets of Seattle.



Early Childhood Education 1930s

The nursery school program was established as early as the 1930s. Early childhood education programs continue
to be a core part of Neighborhood House's work today.



Continuing Support

The Council of Jewish Women, Seattle Section, continued their support of the growing population of immigrants and
the surrounding community residents.



Health and Fitness

Many services begun in those early years continue. On the left, a group of Settlement House girls exercise outdoors in
the early 1900s. On the right is a walking group in 1950...notice the diversity in this group, in terms of age, race, and
gender.



Adult Social Activities



Yesler Terrace Beginnings- 1939

Houses to be demolished on Yesler Way

Acor family before & after moving to Yesler Terrace

Jesse Epstein conceived of and persuaded the Seattle City Council to create a public
housing authority in Seattle. Yesler Terrace was the first racially integrated Yesler Hill Housing Project Model
housing project in the nation.



Community Activities

Neighborhood House has a long tradition of supporting, art, music, and social activities. Here is the Yesler Terrace
baseball team 1n 1947, and a band for adults and kids.



High Point— 1942 and today

Other public housing projects followed after Yesler Terrace. High Point was completed in 1942 and
redeveloped in the early 2000s.



Rainier Vista — 1943 and today



Holly Park (NewHolly) — 1944 and today



Annual Report 1945

Note: Over 21,000 people take part in activities.

Many services were provided during the war years. The building was in use from 9:30 in the morning until 11 at
night. After the war, changes were taking place...



Educational Center becomes NH 1948

By 1947 the Jewish population had relocated to other parts of the city so that Jewish families were in the
minority. Greater community representation on the Board was desired. The Council recommended that the name
be changed to Neighborhood House to better reflect the community it served.



Neighborhood Service Center- 1950s

Neighborhood House needed a new home, as the existing
building was sold to the bakery next door! The Board negotiated
with the Seattle Housing Authority to use a building at Yesler
Terrace as a resident service facility.

In 1956 Neighborhood House became an independent non-profit agency. Shirley Wilcox became the first non-
Council woman to become the Board President.



Many activities and services continue to be important to the public housing residents...












From Childcare to Head Start - 1966

As a provider of childcare for many decades, the creation of the Head Start program had a huge impact on Neighborhood
House as they became one of the first Head Start preschool providers in the Pacific Northwest region. This remains a
core component of their early childhood education services today.



New Immigrants — New Approach

By 1980s, Southeast Asian immigrants and refugees made up 47% of the
residents served by NH. In the 1990s, immigrants and refugees from East
Africa fleeing war and famine started to arrive in the U.S.

Seattle's changing demographics led to a shift in approach for Neighborhood House. While in the early 1900s the goal
was to help “Americanize” immigrants and refugees, now staff integrate home culture and language with American
culture. Staff with diverse language and cultural skills are hired and more than 7,000 people are served.



Services Expand
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Neighborhood House continued to grow the range and variety of programs offered to the residents and community.



Youth Leadership

“These are not “clients” being
“served” by “charity.”

They are citizens being empowered
by investment.

We're all better off when we're all
better off.”

-- Eric Liu at Keynote Speech for NH
annual breakfast

Engaging school aged children and youth in positive activities has long been a part of Neighborhood House's
work and continues today throughout King County.



Pathways to Citizenship

Free Neighborhood House classes help students prepare for the
citizenship exam.



Community Gardens

Community gardens provide a way for residents to grow their own fruits, vegetables and herbs. When you visit the
gardens, you may see an amazing variety of plants, which are familiar to different immigrant and refugee groups.


http://digitalcollections.lib.washington.edu/cdm/search/collection/imlsrvhs/field/title/searchterm/Gardens

Education Programs

In addition to youth development programs,
Neighborhood House has 360 preschool
students through Head Start and other
programs and provides home visiting
services to 433 children and their famailies.



Responding to the Community

On a windy Saturday afternoon, three Cambodian women sit
in a corner and sew. They attach buttons on a coat, or work
on costumes for their children's dance performance.

Around the corner, teenagers are learning to play
Cambodian music on traditional instruments. Beside them,
younger children are learning traditional dances in time
with the melody. Upstairs, about a dozen Cambodian- Van_ess_a Keo, 16, gets some help _from
American children are learning how to speak their parents' music instructor Sophan Nol during a
native language. class on traditional Cambodian music at

Neighborhood House at Rainier Vista.

They meet every week at the Neighborhood House at Rainier
Vista to share similar backgrounds and heritage. But
discreetly integrated into the social events is a program to
raise awareness of HIV and AIDS -- a disease that ravages
Cambodia and is a high risk to Cambodians living in Seattle.

Cambodia has the fastest-growing HIV/AIDS rate in Asia,
and Washington state has the third-largest Cambodian
refugee population in the United States, with most living in
Seattle/King County, Warya Pothan said.

The Voice newspaper has been produced monthly since 1981 and includes translations in 6 languages. It is prepared
jointly with the Seattle Housing Authority to share community news and keep residents informed.


http://www.seattlepi.com/search/?action=search&channel=local&inlineLink=1&searchindex=gsa&query="Neighborhood+House"
http://www.seattlepi.com/search/?action=search&channel=local&inlineLink=1&searchindex=gsa&query="Warya+Pothan"
http://www.seattlepi.com/search/?action=search&channel=local&inlineLink=1&searchindex=gsa&query="Warya+Pothan"
http://www.seattlepi.com/search/?action=search&channel=local&inlineLink=1&searchindex=gsa&query="Warya+Pothan"

Responding to the Community

e Over the past 20 years, Neighborhood House has provided
culturally and linguistically appropriate health services.
Based on community need, services have included health
navigation services, HIV/AIDS prevention and testing,
pregnancy prevention, and substance abuse prevention.

* Referrals for treatment, mental health care and other
services have been provided to Seattle and King County’s low
income, youth, young adults, minority, immigrant and
refugee communities.



Embracing Different Cultures






Serving Diverse Populations



Many Faces of Neighborhood House















Some of NH Staff — Present and Past

Today the NH Staff consists of 239 people who speak 39 different languages!



Serving Over 20 Communities

We envision healthy, diverse and welcoming
communities in King County, where all people thrive.

Neighborhood House partners with diverse individuals
and families to build community and achieve their
goals for health, education and self-sufficiency.



Yesterday and Today

Seattle in 1962. Seattle in 2015.



Photography Credits

Unless indicated below, all photographs are from the
Neighborhood House archives.

University of Washingt on lerarles Special
Collections Division: slides 2 (élpzper rlghtt)

6 (left), 7-10, 11 (right), 12, 15-18, 22, 23 (left), 24
26, 31 (left), 50 (left)

Photos courtesy of the Museum of History and
Indust : slides 3 éleft & lower right), 6 (right), 11
(left), 1 , 19-21, 27, 28 (left)

Seattle Housmg Authority: slide 23 (right)

Rainier Valley Historical Society, Seattle
Repository Collection: slide 36 (ﬁeft)

Seattle PI: slide 38 (left & upper middle)
Eric Badgley: slide 50 (right)

Vertetude graphics: slides 49, 51

Stella Color: timeline graphic on slides 53-59



Appendix



The Beginning...Settlement House





















	We Are Seattle�Stories from Families, Immigrants, Refugees & the Agencies that Serve them
	Seattle Late 1800 - 1900
	Great Fire Destruction
	Gold Rush
	Seattle Rebuilds – Early 1900s
	Seattle Pioneers
	Slide Number 7
	Mosler Family
	Sewing classes on outings
	UW Campus Day
	Merchants
	New Settlement House 1916
	Renamed Educational Center - 1917
	                           
	�Early Childhood Education 1930s�
	Slide Number 16
	Health and Fitness
	Adult Social Activities
	�Yesler Terrace Beginnings- 1939�
	Community Activities
	High Point– 1942 and today
	Slide Number 22
	Holly Park (NewHolly) – 1944 and today
	Annual Report 1945
	Educational Center becomes NH 1948
	Neighborhood Service Center- 1950s
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29
	Slide Number 30
	From Childcare to Head Start - 1966
	New Immigrants – New Approach
	Services Expand
	Youth Leadership 
	Slide Number 35
	Community Gardens 
	Slide Number 37
	Responding to the  Community
	Responding to the  Community
	Embracing Different Cultures
	Slide Number 41
	Serving Diverse Populations
	Many Faces of Neighborhood House
	Slide Number 44
	Slide Number 45
	Slide Number 46
	Slide Number 47
	Some of NH Staff – Present and Past
	Serving Over 20 Communities
	Yesterday and Today
	Photography Credits
	Appendix
	The Beginning…Settlement House
	Slide Number 54
	Slide Number 55
	Slide Number 56
	Slide Number 57
	Slide Number 58
	Slide Number 59

